SHORT NOTICES OF 


HINDU MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS 


A 

Agadhapala, an ancient instrument of 
percussion. 

Alabd sarangi, a drawing-room stringed 
instrument played with a bow ; is called 
by some Europeans the Indian Violin. 
The surface of this instrument is like 
that of the violin, with a gourd 
hollow under it. It is known to be a 
very old instrument. 

Alapini VINA, a drawing-room stringed 
instrument played with a Mizrab 
(plectrum), ; an ancient instrument. 

Algoza, a drawing-room wind-instru- 
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ment of the flute species ; a kind of 
Indian flute. It is used in drawing- 
rooms^ on account of its sweet sound ^ 
sometimes also, in out-door music. 

Amrita, a very ancient struiged instru¬ 
ment, played with a bow. In appear¬ 
ance, resembles the Rabana, a stringed 
instrument. (See Rabana). 

Anandalahabi, a pastoral instrument, 
played with a wooden jawa (plec¬ 
trum) ; is used mostly by the singing 
beggars. 

B 

BAiLAKl vmA, a Stringed inatmment of 
the ancient Hindus. It is mentioned 
in the “Amarakosha.” 

Bang, a musical instrument, used by the 

cliildren. 
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BawshIj ft wsll-known and Biost fttici^iit 
wind-instrument of the Hindus. It 
has various forms and names, such as 
the Murali, Sarala Banshi, &c. 

Bafya, a modern drawing-room percus¬ 
sion instrument, played with the hands. 
It is copied from the Mridanga, an an¬ 
cient instrument of percussion. It is 
played ^ ith songs and dances, 
Barataka, a shell species wiiid-instiu- 
ment; is a large-sized conch, made of 
the cowri and used in religious sei- 

\Tt O AQ 

Bknu, a drawing-room wind-inst' ament 
of the flute species, made of bam- 
bu pipe. The length of this instni- 
incnt is about four feet six inches. It 
is known to be a classical instrument 
and is much used in the Orissa districts. 
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Bhabata vIKa, a modern drawing-room 
stringed instument, formed out of the 
Eudra and Kachhapi Vina. It ia 
played v^-ith a Mizrab (steel plectrum). 

Bijata, an ancient wind instrument of 
the flute species. 

Bipanchi vina, a drawing-room stringed 
instrument, played witli a Mizrab, (steel 
plectrum) ; is almost the same as the 
Kinnari Vina. The hollow of this in¬ 
strument is made of a peculiar kind of 
gourd, known in Bengal as the Tit Lento, 

c 

CHARCHARl,an ont-door percussion instru¬ 
ment, played with small sticks, and 
used in religions services. 

an instrument made of wood ; 
used bj the children. 
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Chikaea, a pastoral ciuiiiged iiistiumeiit. 

played with the bow. Tiie strings of 
it are all made of horse-hair. It is 


generally used by the Durwuns, Syces, 

&C., &L‘. 

Chitea VINA, an ancient drawing-room 
stringed instrument. It is im .tioned 
in " Sangeeta-Darpana.” 

Chowtaba, a pastoral strii\ged instru¬ 
ment, mounted with four strings. 



Dagae or 

Daoaha, an out-door instrument 

eiission, phiyetl witli a stick. It is of a 
recent invention ; msed in the Nahabat 


c- 


* Nahabat is that Indian brass band which 
n played on festive occasions and marriage 
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Dak, a small pastoral instrument of per¬ 
cussion. 

Damama, an instrument of percussion, 
played %vith a stick; used in the 
Nahabat. 

Damaru, a pastoral instrument of per¬ 
cussion ; a very ancient instrument ; 
said to have been the favorite of the 
Hindu God Shiva. Now it is generally 
used by the snake-charmers and mon- 
key-players. 

Dampua, an instrument of percussion, 
by the Byragees, Nagas, &c., 
of religious places such as Mathura, 


processions. The musicians are generally made 
to sit on some high spots, i e., over gates or 
triumphal arches. &c. This band had its 
origin in the Mahomedan period. 
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Brimlabaiia, &c. It is meant to accom¬ 
pany the Bhajaa" or pray-er-songs. 

Uaea, an instrument of percussion similar 
to tlie tambourine ; used in out-door 
music. 


Denqabi, another name for the Dindima. 

Dhak, an out-door instrument of percus¬ 
sion similar to the drum ; formerlv 
known as the Dliakka, and used in 
wars. Now, in religious festivals, such 
as in ChawJca Parhana, Durga Puja, 
&c. The right side of this instrument 
is played with two sticks. The left 


side is left out altogether. 

Dhol, an instrument of percussion, used 
by the Oorias ; resembles much the 


Dhak. 

Dnoi.A.an out-door instrument of percus¬ 
sion ; is suspended on the neck of the 
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player while played, and i.s used uii 
febtive occasions. Also accompanies 
the Kohi songs, &c. The left side of 
this instrument is played with a stick. 

Dholaka, a drawing-room instrument of 
percussion, played with the hands ; is 
especially adapted to be played in 
native Jaltras, Panchaliti, Ilalf-Akhra- 
yees, &c. ISometimes accumpauies 
Khiyal songs. 

Dholaki, a small Dholaka. 

Din DIMA or 

Dindimi, a pastoral instrument of percus¬ 
sion ; resembles a small Khanjani. 

Doffde, an instrument of percussion, 
similar somewhat to the Dainpha. 
An instrument like this is very rarely 
seen at present. 

Dugduoa or 
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Dugdugt, a Vulgar name of the Damaru. 

Dundubiii, a well-known ancient instru¬ 
ment of percussion, formerly used both 
in wars and religious services. It is 
said to have been also used by the Hin¬ 
du gods. The name of this instrument 
is mentioned in the Raiiiavana, Maha- 

V’ 

bliarata and other Purana'. Now’ it is 
called the Nagara. 



Esrar, a drawing-room stringed instru¬ 
ment. played with the liow : a modern 
instrument formed out of the Setar 
and Sarangi. Now it is generally used 
to accompany tlic female voice and to 
play light songs and airs. 

Ektaha, a pastoral stringed instrument, 
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played with the tips of the fingers ; 
used exclusively by the Byragees and 
Bauls, i. e. religious mendicants, for 
accompanying pastoral songs. This 
instrument is mounted with one 
string. 

G 

Qhaqara, a set of jingles worn by the 
children ; made of metals. 

Ghanta, a bell, used at the time of wor¬ 
ship. 

Qhantika, a small bell, used at the 
time of worship and also tied up in the 
necks of the cow, goat, &c. See Khud- 
BA Ghanta. 

Ghahohara, an ancient stringed instru¬ 
ment. 


Ghabghari or 




11 


Ghaeqhaeika, (See Ghagaea.) 
Ghaeghabi, or 

Ghaeghaeika, a musical instrument of 
the ancient Hindus. 

Ghaei, the Indian Gong, of very great 
vibrations, played with a wooden ham¬ 
mer or stick. The people of the North- 
Western Provinces call it the Thala. 

( See Thala. ) 

Ghunghtoa, a set of jingles or little bells 

worn on the ankles by dancers to keep 
time. 

GHtJiVTi or 

Ghuntika. (See Ghunghura) 

Ghotru, a pastoral instrument of percus¬ 
sion ; is shaped like a pitcher and used 
by the Telugues, &c. 

GoMtJKHA, a wind instrument of the 
shell species ; a kind of conch, some- 
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what resembling the mouth of tlie 
cow, whence it derives its name. Also 
it is a very ancient war-instrument of 
the Hindus, being mentioned in the 
Kamayana and Mahabharata. 

Qopi-Jantea, a pastoral stringed instru¬ 
ment, played with the tips of the 
fingers, used exclusively by the Byra- 
gees and Bauls, i. e. religious mendi¬ 
cants, for accompanying pastoral 
songs. 

Qo-sheinga, a A’-ery ancient wind instru¬ 
ment of the horn species, made of 
cow-horn. In ancient days, it was 
used in w’ars w^ell as in religi¬ 
ous services. It is mentioned in 
the Ramayana, Mahabharata, &c. 




IS 



HtTBRTTK, 

Hukkvka or 

Hckhxjkka, tV pfistoral instrunrcut ot p6i- 
cussioii; is o. Itirgo-sizecl Diiniaiu, used 
by the Kaharas and other lower tribes, 
it is aecouipaiiied by tlie Karatala. 

J 


Jagajhampa, an out-door instrument of 
percussion ; is suspended on the neck 
of the player, while played (with two 
sticks) ; formerly used in wars, now 
on festive occasions. 

Java, an ancient wind instrument of the 

flute species. 

Jatadhakka, the largest and most anci- 
fut Indian drum ; formerly used in 
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wars, now on Du^^a Puja, Charraka 
Parbana, and other festive occasions. 
JATAOHANTA.the ancient and largest bell; 
formerly used in wars, now in religi¬ 
ous services, being suspended in the 
temples of the Hindu gods. 

Jayasheinqa, the largest trumpet of the 
Hindus, formerly used in wars, now 
m religious services, &c. Its other 
name is Rana-shringa. 

Jala-bhandha or Bhuebbuki, an instru¬ 
ment used by tbe cliiidreu. It is made 
of earth. 

JHAiAEi, a pastoral instrument of per¬ 
cussion ; is also called Hm'ruk or Jhar- 
jhari. 

Jhaxlaka, a species of metallic instru¬ 
ment of percussion; resembles the 
Kansya or Kansara. 



IS 


jHAlLAMOr 

Jhalli. (See Jhalarl) 

Jhanj or 

Jhasja, a metallic instrument of percuj- 
sion, played with a stick and usei( in 
religious services. It is also called 
Jhanjhara. 

JnANJTTARA, (Sce Jhat^J or Jhanja.) 

Jhanjuari, a small Jhanjhara. 

Jhanj KHANJAKi, a pastoral instrument of 
percussion, covered vdth skin ; is sup¬ 
plied with two small cymlials wliich 
make a jingling sound, when it is 
struck upon. 

Jhabidhap, a pulsatile instrument, co¬ 
vered with skin ; is played with the 
Dagara with a stick. It is used in the 
Nahabat. 

JHAiiJHAEA, a pulsatile instrument cover- 
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ed with skin ; is also called Karra or 
Karrar. It is a pastoral instrument of 
ancient invention. 

Jharjhari, a small Jhai-jhara. It is also 

a species of the Indian Cymbals. 

Jhilii, an ancient percussion instrument 

made of metal, used in religious ser¬ 
vices. 

JHTTMJHOMI or 

JHTTNjntTNi, an instrument made of wood 
or metal, used by the children. 

K 

Kachhapi VINA, a drawing-room stringed 
instrument, played with a mizrab (steel 
plectrum), known at present as the 
Kachna Setar. It owes its name to the 
shape of the gourd which is flat like the 


17 


bftck ut a turluise (Kucliliiijia). ll is a 
classical instniinent. 

Kalama, an out-door wind-instnuncnt 
of the reed .s'pecies : so called, 
because of its likeness to the pen 
(Kalania). 

Kanoon. (See Kattyayana vina.) 

Kansaka, a drawing'-rooiii percussion in¬ 
strument made of metal, played with 
a stick , used in temples and other 
religious plaees at the time of worship. 

Kanis, an out-deor percussion instru¬ 
ment. played with a stick. It keeps 
time with the Dhola. 

Kansya. (See Kamsara.) 

Kakana, a large trumpet of a very shrill 
sound; made of brass. Its length is 
15 feet. (See SiiRi>'aA.) 

Karatala or 
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Kabatali, Cymbals accompanying the 
Khola ; used in religious services, &c. 

Kaeka, (See KABAifA.) 

Kabba or 

Karraea. (See Jhabjhaea.) 

Karbuli, an ancient instrument of per¬ 
cussion. 

Kattyayana tika, a drawing-room string¬ 
ed instrument, played with two small 
sticks; now called the Kanoon. For¬ 
merly it was called by the Hindus the 
Shata-tantri \ ina or the hundred-wired 
Vina, on account of the large number 
of wires, that are in this instrument. 
The sage Kattyayayana is said to have 
invented it. 

Khamaea, a pastoral instrument of per¬ 
cussion of recent invention, covered 
with skin. 
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Khanjaxi, also a pastoral instninient of 
percussion, covered with skin’; played 

and sung to by the. religious inendi- 
eants, &c. 

Kiiaratala or 

KiiaraTA i.r, cymbals used in tlie Nahabat. 
Khattala or 


IviiATTALi, the castanets of the Hindus. 
When played by expert bands, pro¬ 
duces marvellous etfeet. 


Hiiol, a pastoi al instrument of percus¬ 
sion covered with skin, chiefly used 

to accompany the ''Kirtana" and other 
religious songs. 


IvlIOKAIUK (1) 

Khoradak (2), instruments of percu.' 
si’oii covered with skin, used in tb 
N.dialiat. Both j)layed at once witl 
the fingers and palms of the bands 





90 


Tluat played with the riglit hand gireii 
the high sound, that, with the left, pro¬ 
duces the low sound. Tliesc instruments 
are played with the RawoshunchowUi. 

KnuDRA CtHanta, a small bell, used in 
worship and other occasions. 

Kiiudra Ghantika. (See GnuNGiiuRA). 

KriuDRA Kattyayana VINA, the Kat- 
tyayana Vina of a smaller size, played 
with two sticks. 

Kinnari VINA, a drawing room stringed 
instrument played with a mizrab (steel 
plectrum) ; is a modilie.l form of the 
Kachhapi Vina, and said to have been 
used bv the softer sex in ancient times. 
The hollow is made of an egg. 


L 

Lata Bansi, a drawing-room wind-instru 
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iiient of the flute species ; is like 
the Sarala Bansi, and has to bt' held 
straight before the iiiontli. But it has 
to be l)lo\vn from one of the ends of 
the lips. 

M 

Madala. (See Mabddala). 

Maodt, an ancient instrinnent of percus- 

sien. It is mentioned in the ‘‘Aniara- 
kosha.” 

Madhukari, a wind-instrument of the 
ancient Hindus. 

Maha Kachhapi VINA, a verv large-sized 
Kachhapi Vina. 

Maha Mandika, a drawing room percus¬ 
sion instrmiicnt, made uf metal ; is a 
^-^iotfcr-sized iilandira. (See Mandiua.) 
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Matja Mridanqa, a diuwiiig-rooni per¬ 
cussion instrument, covered with skin 
and played with the hends ; is a 
large-sized Mridanga. (See Mridanga.) 

Maha Naqara. (See Naiiabat.) 

Mahanaxda, an ancient wiml-instru- 
inent of the Hulo species. 

Maiiati VINA, a drawing-room instrument 
plac ed with Mizralts ; said to have been 
invented by the Saire Narada. It is the 
best and most difficult of all Hindu 
musical instruments. It is also gene¬ 
rally called ‘"Vin” by the people 
of Hindustan,—a corruption of the 
word “Vina”. 

Mandiha, a drawing-room percussion 
instrumont, made of metal ; is used to 
measure out the time in musical per¬ 
formances. The sound of this instru- 
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ment is prodneed by two cups made 
of bell-metal strikini>- against eaeli 
other. 

Makjira, another name of Mandira. 

Marrudala, a pastoral instrument of 
percussion cov'ered with skin ; is com¬ 
monly known as the Madala. It is 
chiefly used by the aboriginal hilly 
tribes, such as the Blicchls, Koles, 
Santals, &c. of Beerbhoom, Rajmahal, 
Manbhoom, Chotta Nagpore, Midna- 
pore, Seuri and other hilly place . It 
is a classical instrument—evidently 
a corruption of the Mrielanga. 

Mina Sara-NGi, a drawing-room stringed 
instrument played with the bow ; is a 
form of the Esrar ; with the excep¬ 
tion of the surface of the finger¬ 
board, the whole thing is made of one 



piitii'e piocr- of gourd. Its name is 
derived Imni itie figure of a tisli (Mina) 
attached to tlie end of tlie hollow. 

Mochanga, a drawing-room stringed ins* 
trument played with the tij) of a 
finger ; a very ancient and curious 
instrument. It has to l)e held with the 
teeth, by means of the left hand, and 
the wire has to be sounded by the fore¬ 
finger of the rigid hand. It gives 
only a few notes. 

Moshuck. (Sec Nagabaddha.) 

Mbidanga, a drawing-room instrument 
of percussion covered with skin and 
played with the hands ; is a very anci¬ 
ent instrument said to have been in¬ 
vented by the Hindu god Braluna. 
It is intended to accompany solemn 
music and hymns, it is also used in 
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Impcriiil Durbiirs cIass 

songs, such as the Dhrupcuhi, &c. It 
is sometimes played with the Mahati 
Vina, Rudra Vina, &c. 

MrRAJA, anotlior kind of Mridanga. ft 
is also said to he an ancient instru¬ 
ment. 

Muralt, a drawing-room wind-instru¬ 
ment of the flute species ; is the ‘‘In¬ 
dian flute”; said to have heen in¬ 
vented hy the Hindu God Krishna,who 
is noted to liavc heen fond of it. 



Nadeshvara VINA, a drawiim'-room 
stringed instrument played with tlie 
bow; a very modern instrument 
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formed out of the Violin and tlie Kaeh- 
liapi V’ina. 

Nafaei, a species of Indian trumpet. 

Nagabaddha, a pastoral wind-instrument 
with double tubes ; known as such in 
Sanskrit ; its modern name is ‘‘Mush- 
uck'b It somewhat resembles the 
Scotch Bagpipe. 

Nagai’hant, an out-door wind instnment 
made of cop[>er ; used by <he })eople 
of Nepal. It somewliat resembles 
the ‘d''reneh Iloiai”. 

Nagara or Nagka, an out-door percus¬ 
sion instrument covered with skin 
and played with two sticks, i'orinerly 
used in wars, now on festive occasions. 
It is known to the ancients as the 
Dumlhuvi. 

Nahabat, an out-door percussion ins- 
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tnnncnt covered witli skin and jdaved 
witli two sticks ; is the largest Indian 
kettle drum. It is known to the 
ancients as the Maha Xagara. 

Nanda, a wind-instiannent of tlie ancient 
Hindus, of the flute si»eeies. The 
length of this instrunient is 11 feet, 

IS’apooka, a nietallic instrunient of jmt- 
eiision, used like the (■ hunghura for 
dancing jmrposes. 

Nauashinga or 

Marasiiringa, an out-door wind-instru- 
iiieni of the horn sjiccies, entii'cly 
made of cojiper; used iiy the Xeiiale.se. 

Nisan-a, an instrunient of percussion of 
the ancient Hindus. 


NoriiAT, the largest Indian kettle drum; 
is called in Sanskrit the Maha Xagra. 
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Nut, an out-door wind-instrument, used 
in the Naliabat &c. 

Ntasatabanoa, a ])eculiar instrument. 
This instrument, though of a classic 
origin, has created no little wonder 
amongest the Indian jaiblic. It looks 
like a wind-instrument, but is never 
blown. It has to be placed on the 
throat, upon the vocal chords, and 
being bnavtlied upon strongly, will 
proibice a cheir leedy note. It can bo 
made to hum out AldpdH or airs or 
songs as may be desiianl. It is believed 
that an instrument of this description 
is sc.arccly to bo met in any other part 
of the Globe. It can also be made to 
produce sound when i)laced upon the 
eluH'ks and the nostrils. Its ancient 
uaiue is Upanga. 
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P 

Pakhowaj, the Persian name of the Mri- 
(langa. 

Paxaba, a very classical drawinf^-room 
instrument of percussion covi'i’cd with 
skin and played with the hands ; a 
small drum or tahor. 

Pahibadini vina, a drawin<)f-room string'- 
ed instrument of tlie. anciriit lUuihiH, 
mounted with Hovon Htrinn-H. 11 in 
mentioned in the “Ainaraktpsha/' 

Patpatt, a musical inslniinmf for tin* 
children, cdovoo'CMl with skin. 

PiNAKA, a one-Htrin,ii:ed instrument played 
with till* tips ol the tint^'ers ; said 
to he tlie fatlier of all Htriiv^vi] instni^ 
ineiitH* It is known to have lH*en in- 
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vented by the Hindu God Shiva. 

PiNAKI TINA. (See PiNAKA). 

PuQi, a pastoral wind instrument former¬ 
ly used, on religious occasions but now 
by the snake-charmers. It is said to 
have been blown in ancient times by the 
nostrils ; but now by the mouth ; 
tlio ancient iiamc of this instrument is 
Nasa-jantra. 

R 

Rabab. (Sec RrDKA vina.) 

Rabana, a very ancient stringed instru¬ 
ment of the Hindus, played with the 
l)OW. It is sail! to have been i)laved 
like ihe Rabanastra or Rabanastrani. 

Rabanastba or 

RABANASTRAsr, a luost ancient stringed 
instrument of the Hindus, played with 
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tlio bow. Tt is saio to have Itooii made 
by Kabaiia, the ki;iy of Ceylon. 

Rabani, a pulsatile instrument covered 
with skin, us-d by the Sing'halese; 
generally by the women of that nation. 

Ra-ma Suinga or 

Rama SiiRTNGA.the largest trumpet of the 
llindns. 

Ran A Shixga or 

Rana ShrI-noa, RR ont'iloor iiiRtrunioiit 
ot the horn s|>(‘eie>^, loinerly nned 
in military hands. Now used in 

r e 1 i gi o 11 s } > r o c e s s i o n s. 

Rowsh^nchouki, a well known out-doer 
wind instrument of the reed 


species. 

RoWSHUNCHOtTKI SaHNA. (ScO RoWSHAN 


CuorKi). 


Ritana, the ( 


orrupted name of the l\al>ana. 
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VT>HA VINA, a drawing-room stringed 
instrument, played with a wooden jau a 
(plectrum). It is known at pre.-auit 
as the Kabab. Much used in 
I mia, A%hanisthan and the North- 
Western Provinces of India. Known 
“Kubeb” in Arabia. 

EtiNJA, an ancient instrument of per¬ 
cussion of tlie Hindus. 


s 

Sanjogi, a drawin^-'-room striimed ins¬ 
trument played with the bow ; a 
modi,ie.i form of tlie Sarangi. It'isl 
mod(‘rn invention. 

Sapta Hhantika. seven little bells placed 
m a row and used to keep time in the 
orchestra. A very moilern instilment. 



Sakaba, a pastoral pulsatile instrument 
eiivered with skin ; an earthen vessel; 
used by the children. 

Sakala Bansi, the Indian flageolet. It 
has to he held straiglit before the 
mouth when played. 

Saraxoi, a drawing-room stringed instru¬ 
ment played with the l)ow. It is a very 
sweet-toned ancient instrument, inten¬ 
ded to accompany tlie female voice. 
It is generally used in tlu' jicrfor- 
mances of the Hindustani Natch-girls. 

Sarinda, a pastoral stringed instrument 
played with the how ; is a rude form 
of the Sarangi, It is known to he an 
ancient instrument. Now generally 
used by the Durwan class. &c. 

Sarna, an out-door wind instrument 
common in India and Persia. , 
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Saeodb, tlK, MaL„,ucdan „£ tl.o 

SliEnidiyii \ iiifi, 

Sattali, anotlicr species of the castanets 
of tlie Hindus. 

SetaRj a modern and well known draw- 
ing-room stringed instrument, played 
with a mizral) (.steel plectrum). (See 
Tkxtantri vina). 

8 ianayk, an out-door wind instnnnent 
of the reed species, used in the Naha- 
bat and liowslmnchouki performances. 
It also accompanies the Dhola of the 
Bengalis and Oorias. It looks very 
much like the Hautboy. It was a fa¬ 
vorite instrument of the Emperor 
Akbar Shah. 

SiiANKHA, a very ancient wind instrument 
of the shell species, formerly used 
in wjars and on religious and festive 




occasions, now only on tlic latter. 
Tliis instnnnent iniglit he, not inap¬ 
propriately, called the father of wind- 


instrnnients. In days of yore, there 
Avere shankh.as of various descriptions, 


such as the P(incli((j(tuy(t, used i>y 
Krishna, Deradattn, hy Arjuna, Pouii- 


dra hy Bhiina, &c. It is also used 
in the Buddha Temples. It is called 
hy the Euro[)eans the “ Conch trum¬ 
pet”. 


Sh.vrauiya VINA, ,a drawiim'-i'oom strimred 

iiiHtruMient, played with a wooden 
tFawa (plectiinn), known at |)resent 
a?^ the Sarode. Is mostly used in the 
Ui>per Provinces. It was formerly 
used as an out-door instrument, in 
royal iirocessions. 

Showktika VIKA, a drawing-room striii- 
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ged instrument played with a mizruh 
(steel pectrum). The hollow f.f this 
instrument is made of mothcr-o’-pearl. 
In every other respect, it is just like 
the Kachhapi. 

Shbiaga, an ancient out-door wind-ins¬ 
trument of the horn species ; is com¬ 
monly known as the Indian horn, It 
Avas tlie favorite; instrument of the 
Hindu God Shiva. 

Shruti ti\a, a drawing-room stringed 
instrument played Avith amizrab (steel 
plectrum). It is an ancient instru¬ 
ment of the Setar description. It 
shoAvs the 22 shrutis or enharmonic 
intervals, Avhich exist in an octave. 

Shvkti Patta. a kind of musical instru¬ 
ment of the ancient Hindus. 

SuE-BAHAK, a draAving-room stringed 
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instrument played with a mizrah (steel 
plcetruui) ; is a larj^e-sized Kaehhapi 

Vina, invented alnMit fM) yearn at;o, 
by Golam Mahuined Khan of Luek- 
now. It is y a ^q ted 

for {ilayiiig of Kagas and 

* * 

laginis. 

SrHMA.Ni'Ai.A, a kind of Indian dulcimer. 
iSilisANCA. a drawing-riioni stringed ins- 
triiiuenl [ilayi d with tlie Imw. In fact 
it is nothing but llii’ I'.siar without the 
si<le-wires. It is said to ha\ e been lirst 
iua<le by Sebaram Hass of Bisniipiir. 

St lisKKTA, a stringaal intrument of the 
Hindus. 

!Si k-siiui.\gaka, a drawing room stringed 


instrument i)layed with an Iron Jawa 
(l>leetruni). Is a composition of the 
Mahali, Kachiiapi aiid Eudra Vinas. 

A—3 
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It is iiiveiiteil by the celebrated Viua 
player Piyar Khan. 

Sun Vina, a drawing-room stringed ins¬ 
trument played Avith the bow ; issome- 
AAdiat like the Iludra Vina in appear¬ 
ance. It is a cl''S8ical instrument. 

SWAUA-MANDALA. (Scc SL’R-MANDALA.) 

SWARA-SIIRINGARA. (See SUR-SIIRIN(JARA.) 

SwARA Vina. (See Sur Vina.) 

T 


Tabla, a drawing-room pulsatile instru¬ 
ment coA^cred with skin and playetl 
AA’ith the right hand. It accompanies 
Tuppa and other light so’igs Avith the 
BanyA. It is also played Avith dancers, 
the Sarangi, Esrar, &c. It is some 
times called the Dahina. 



1 aKa- 1 AN I'Rl, ill) ancient sirinc'cd insti'u- 
incnt cfilic Hindus. It is lucnliuncd 
in tile Saiiifita Dai'jiana. 
i’AMBUKA, TANPrlCV. (Si'c Tl'M !!URr ViNA. 
Tasa. an ont-dc>or pulsatile instrninent 
covered with skin and played Avilh 
two sticks, loi-ii\er1y used in wars. 
Now it is used on festixa^ or'casions. 
Iaus or Maa'I’ri, a ilrawiny-rooni striiit*- 
eil inslruineiit played with lliu how. 
Js a I'oi'iu uf the I’lsrar. It deidves its 
name iVoni the tiyuia- of ,i jteaeoidv 
(niayui-a) attacdied to the end of (he 
liollow. 

llKAUA, a pulsatile in.-'ti’umeut used in 
the Nahahat ; i.s played simultane¬ 
ously with the Damama. each with a 
stick. 

TiKTIHJ. (See '[’CBRI.) 




Tritantri Vina, an ancient drawing- 

moin instiuuient played with a miz- 

rab (steel plectrum). Now it goes by 

the genera! name “Setar” (or ‘ three 

wires”) given to it by Amir Khnsroo 

in the l.‘5th century. Tlie hollow of 

% 

this instrument is somt^liiues Uia<h‘ nt* 


wootL In othor respoct^, it is jnst 
like the 1\;iehliapi. (.)j’ie;in.‘iliy it luul 
lhr(*e wires onl’/. 

TuiiRi, a pastoral wind inslrmnent witli 

doiiole liil't's, nsral h\' tlh* snake- 

* 

cliai'niei's. it is ea'lrd d’iktiii in Saiis- 



'JYmbuhu V’ixa, a very ancient drawing- 
room stringed instrument played with 
the tijts ot the lingers ; better known 
as the Tand)nra or Tanpnra. Tlie in¬ 
vention of this instrument is attribut- 
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0(1 to tlie celo.stial inii.sician Tiimluirti. 
It is used in both vocal aiul inst^'n- 
uicntal peii'onnaiiccs, and. Iiy cuiitinn- 
iiig tlie soiiiifl is inteiidcal to jircveut 
any disagTceablc pauses iii tlicm. 

Tun'tuni, an ancient jcistoral stringed 
uistruiiieiit inouiilod one stiinu 

only. (See Kkalai'a or 1‘^katantiika.) 

Tukj, an out-door \viiid intrunuMit ol* the 
horn bpecies, ustal lV>riiierly on oeea- 
nioiiB of wars. Now used in tlK‘ reli¬ 
gious services, also sonuainies in the 
Nahabat. It is generally known as the 
Indian Trumpet. 


NA,a very aneient and well-know,, draw- 
^^^a‘A‘oom stringed instrument of the 


^2 


Tliiidus ; 1)118 \'iX)iuii.8 l(jirii.s, 

Rljliati, liuiijaiiij Ijipiuiclii, 
Hliat’ata, Rudra, Sliaiatiiya 
Ivimiari, Sliowktika, {Sliniti, 


sncli an tin- 
Kjichhapi, 
, Tritaiitri. 
I’rasaiiiiii, 


ayaiia, Tmiibiiiu \'iiia. &c., 


i&f 


Y 

YASHAHPATAnA, a pidsatile iiistrDinciit 
covered witli .skin, used in .uieifiit 
days by the Iliiultis in wars. It is said 
to have been played with veiy n,nc]. 

j^y l>y the victorious part^' just al'to 
a battle was ”ai. ed. 

YoRAGHAYr, aJi out-door percussion ins 
tnnnent covered with .skin ; a double 
insti-uinent. The wl)olc thin- is a small 
Dhola {daced upon a bi——tu' ijuc. 
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Tlie fcside of this iitstriiuiont is 

pluyed \\ itli a stick and the left uilli 
the hand. 


Tilt; KNle 



